


cv CLIMATE VANGUARD

As we saw in part 1 of this
series, historical and

that the ruling class
scapegoats so viciously.

in practice how imperialism
produces the conditions that
pressure people to migrate to
the imperial core -
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{:) Mexico

Mexico is the largest
source of migration into
the US. It also accounts
for around half of ‘illegal’
immigration.

This is not surprising.

The US deliberately
underdeveloped the
Mexican economy by
maintaining semi-feudal
AN E ) after WWII.

the productive development
of the Mexican econom

Sources: Passel and Cohn, Pew Research Sk 5
Center (2019); Nova, Revolution (1988). Image;-Gétty Images.
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Mexico's status as

was further entrenched
when NAFTA* was signed
in 1994, surrendering much
of Mexico's remaining
economic independence.

The imposition of market
relations has opened up
Mexico to exploitation by
US corporations, [all&s
depends on the impover-
ishment of the Mexican
people. Every year, many
thousands of Mexicans
make the dangerous
journey to cross the
increasingly militarised
border in search of their

* NAFTA is the North American Free
Trade Agreement, which liberalised trade
between the US, Canada, and Mexico.

Sources: Nova, Revolution (1988); Lara, Liberation (2010).
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¢~ Cuba
and Venezuela

US imperialist aggression in
Latin America is currently
concentrated on the
revolutionary states of
Cuba and Venezuela.

Both are subject to
devastating economic

blockades designed to
foment regime change.

The imperialist blockades
include sanctions, targeting
leaders, banning imports,
limiting medical inputs,
exclusion from financial
markets, stealing assets
abroad, and embargoing oil
exports (in the case of
Venezuela).

Sources: Lugo, Progressive International (2024);
Venezuela Analysis, A War Without Bombs (2023).
Image: The Globe and Mail.
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While failing to topple the Cuban
or Venezuelan governments, the
imperialist blockades have been
devastating for their citizens.
Former UN Special Rapporteur
Alfred de Zayas estimated that

After creating the very conditions
that forced people to leave their

or release dates.

Eventually, they were released and
returned to Venezuela, with reports
that prisoners were physically and
psychologically tortured.

Sources: Lugo, Progressive International (2024); Venezuela

Analysis, A War Without Bombs (2023); Renteria, O’'Boyle &
Cortez, Reuters (2025); Dunbar, the Guardian (2025).
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N G Eritreans and Sudanese

T || represented almost 15% of
oo the highly publicised small
e boat arrivals in 2023.

| IRV -qu - Qe Both countries share a

G = —ran s i B history of colonialisation,
SeiTAT et NI as Africa was divided up

i and systematically

v aaw ik underdeveloped to fuel

‘ i | i imperialist accumulation.

e e 43 Eritrea was colonised by

fox Italy (and later Britain) and

15 Sudan by Britain. This has

£ produced both extreme

poverty and political

o instability, driving high rates

- of current emigration. Let’s

v look at each country in

et greater detail »

R

Source: Home Office, Statistics relating to the
lllegal Migration Act (2024). Image: Colonial
map of East Africa (1939).




& Eritrea

The Eritrean state was founded to further Italian
colonial ambitions by facilitating the exploitation
of people and the land.

Following formal decolonisation, Eritrea and
Ethiopia were federated* in 1952 — ERu (o) =Ne [\l
not by the will of the people, but by US imperialist

interests. This has been the foundation for violent
conflict between the countries ever since, \Willeg
has included forced conscription and slave-like
labour conditions.

* This involved the formation of a political union where Eritrea was
placed under the political-economic authority of the Ethiopian Empire.

Sources: Eritreans for Liberation in North America, Revolution in Eritrea (1975); Hayden, Vice (2016). Image: A family
of Eritrean refugees stand inside their house at a refugee camp in southern Tigray. Eduardo Soteras/AFP.
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Sudan is facing one of the world’'s worst humanitarian
crises. Between April 2023 and April 2025, 13 million
people fled the ongoing war fuelled by ethnic and
proxy conflict.*

The crisis is rooted in decades of civil war, which
itself can be traced back to British colonialism. In

1899, British administrators divided Sudan into two
I8 The partition was designed to maximise
the Arab-Muslim North's exploitation of underde-
veloped peripheral regions, which are home to a vast

diversity of marginalised ethnicities. gl slel (e[l
division underlies the conflict today.

* Egypt and Saudi Arabia support the Sudanese Armed Forces (SAF) while the
United Arab Emirates support the Rapid Support Forces (RSF), both different
arms of the Sudanese state.

Sources: Craze, New Left Review (2025); Craze, New Left Review (2023); Welliver, EBSCO (2023);
Tricontintal, A Language of Blood Has Gripped Our World (2025). Image: Refugees arrive at the transit
site for the monthly WFP food distribution in Eastern Chad (2025). Caitlin Kelly/Al Jazeera.
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“Mechanisms of unequal development
produce structural conditions, such
as unemployment and inequality,
which catapult the massive migration
of dispossessed and marginalized
people.

within their own country or abroad.
Labor oversupply and worsening
living conditions turn migration,
particularly from peripheral countries,
into a form of forced displacement.”

— Raul Delgado Wise

Source: Delgado Wise, Monthly Review (2013).



