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Photo: Workers’ Party of Belgium, PTB.
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We are withessing major upheavals in British
politics. The traditional Labour-Tory duopoly is
collapsing, while far-right Reform is rising and the
left Is reconstituting around the Greens and Your
Party. It's clear that people are fed up with the
status quo and are hungry for change.

But the direction of that change is not
predetermined — it will be shaped by political
struggle. History shows that it is the social forces
who are best organised that ultimately decide the
outcome of such moments.

Photos: (Left) Anti-immigration protest in London, 2025. CNN. (Right) Your Party UK.
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Throughout history
and up until today,
an important type of
organisation that has
allowed progressive
forces to build and
wield social power

IS the party.

People in Britain

who are organising for
social transformation

must therefore ask:

what kind of party
could advance our
struggle?

Note: The following analysis is
derived from Climate Vanguard’s
brief, The Eco-Socialist Party.

Photo: Your Party UK.
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We need a |
mass party that |- = - 1|
is grounded in and led .},
by the daily struggles ~
of working and L
oppressed people, one
that builds collective: s
power from below to
confront the ruling
classes with clarity

and confidence.

To understand how it could do
this, let’s take a look at three
functions of an effective mass
left party - =
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Unity

The party unites atomised
social forces into a people’s
bloc, a common political project
for liberation.

Direction

More than just bringing a
people’s bloc together, the party
provides direction to its struggle
through a liberatory strategy for
state and popular power.

Endurance

The party serves as an
Institutional anchor that
captures and channels people’s
energy and enables collective
political memory, acting as a
forum through which knowledge
and experience can be passed
between generations of
organisers.
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The party fulfils these functions by carrying out
concrete activities. These are ultimately subject to

the conditions in which the party is operating, but
some examples might include:

Campaign Coordination:
The.party helps coordinate
Social forces into cam-
Paigns around Key sites

of §truggle, such as the
11S1ng cost of living or
the liberation of
Palestine.

ple’s Infrastructure:

The party advances the
self-development of every

Peo

person Dby creatiqg.spages
for popular partlc}patlon
that address immediate
naterial needs and expand

cultural horizons.

Photos: (Top) The Belgian Workers' Party "tax the rich" campaign. (Bottom) The Austrian Communisty Party (KPO)
is well known for providing material assistance to tenants. The banner reads: "Housing shouldnt make you poor!".
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1 Education:

The party pIOV1d§s
political educathn,Ce
grounded in expe]c:Lenter,nS
+o elucidate the SYS

' d
driving oppre§51oq agn
build conviction ig
eco-socialist WOY

politica

Electoral Leverage:

While the electoral arena
1s not the party’s
definitive organising
focus, the party must run
in, and win, elections to
agitate against the status
quo, gauge support for
liberatory ideas, and win
concessions from the ruling
classes.
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Photos: (Top) Institut la Boétie is a radical think tank connected to french left-wing party La France Insoumise.
(Bottom) Claudia Sheinbaum, member of left-wing party Morena and current president of Mexico.
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The efficacy of a party is also determined by its structure.
Two important features of a good structure include:

Democratic Leadexrship
Leaders are elected by
members and given power
to execute the strategic
direction of the party.
They're held accountable
through clear checks and
balances — like term
limits, rotation, and
recall mechanisms —
preventing both top-down
control and endless
internal debate.

Empowered

To build and CO0rdinagte

4 People’s p3
oc,
nust develop , maige party

Membership

Photos: (Top) Raoul Hedebouw, the current president of the Belgian Workers' Party. (Bottom) Members at the
2017 Democratic Socialists of America convention.
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A mass left party is desperatel

needed in Britain today, EE
worsening material conditions
push more people toward the far
right. The emergence of Your

Party and the surging popularity
of the Greens represent

opportunities, yet\TLUE 4lA4y (=
party we need will take shape is
an open question — and a critical

terrain of struqggle.

This post is a theoretical introduction to a

six-part series analysing leftwing parties
from around the world, including their

structure, strategy, and relationship to
movements. Through this series, we hope to
provide grounded insights for organisers in
Britain who are focused on party-building.



